MEN OF POWER
built up under the Tudors largely from lands con-
fiscated from the Catholic Church in general and the
Augustinian monks in particular. Oliver's grand-
father, Sir Henry Cromwell, had been knighted by
Henry VIII, and his unde, Sir Oliver, by James I
Huntingdon was usually represented in Parliament
by a Cromwell. The ancestors of young Oliver had
been marked for their intense loyalty to the Protes-
tant Church and to their king.
Oliver's immediate family was of the middle dass,
wdl-to-do and better educated than the average in their
station. His father, Robert Cromwell, was a serious
and rather dreamy man with indifferent health. He
had matriculated at Queen's College. He had also
spent some time at Lincoln's Inn studying law. In
Huntingdon he became successivdy bailiff, justice of
the peace, trustee of the free school, and commissioner
of drainage* He once represented the town in Par-
liament. He had an income of about three hundred
pounds a year (equivalent to about five thousand
dollars in modern American money) derived from his
lands, induding a dovecot and a brewery. His por-
trait presents him as a man with a gentle face, with
long hair flowing over a plain white collar.
Oliver's mother, Elizabeth Cromwell, was of Scot-
tish descent Her great-unde was the Catholic prior
to Ely who abjured Catholicism and became the first
Protestant dean of the cathedral. Her father had
farmed the cathedral lands. She was a widow at the
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